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Abstract

“X cried” is an emerging polarity degree construction that has emerged in the network era in recent
years. Its motivation, combination mechanism, and pragmatic function all have their own unique-
ness. Based on the research theory of construction grammar, this paper analyzes the part of speech
of “X” and the grammaticalization process of “cry” from both synchronic and diachronic perspec-
tives by searching the BCC and CCL corpora. Through the mechanism of metaphor, under the influ-
ence of memetics, structural diffusion theory, and the principle of language economy, “X cried”
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forms a polarity degree meaning different from the traditional meaning. At the same time, based on
the speaker’s subjective evaluation and aesthetic stance, it carries a commendatory or derogatory
tone and has a distinct subjective evaluation function.
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Table 1. “X cried” indicates the traditional meaning, and examples of the part of speech when “x” is a monosyllable
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Table 2. “X cried” indicates the traditional meaning, and examples of the part of speech when “x” is a disyllable word
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Table 3. “X cried” indicates the degree of polarity, and examples of the part of speech when “x” is a monosyllable
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Table 4. “X cried” indicates the degree of polarity, and examples of the part of speech when “x” is a disyllable word
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