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Abstract

Chapters 64 and 67 of Dream of the Red Chamber, which are missing from early manuscript copies
such as the Gengchen and Jimao editions, have been a focal point of textual research in Redology
since the early 20th century. Scholarly discussions have long revolved around the authenticity and
textual quality of these two chapters, giving rise to three main viewpoints: the “authentic writing”
theory, the “revision” theory, and the “forgery” theory. Among them, Chapter 67 exhibits significant
textual variations across different editions, leading to its division into two textual lineages—the
“abbreviated version” and the “full version”—with ongoing disputes regarding their chronological
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relationship. In addition, the characterization in these two chapters and the interpretation of the
Five Beauties poems are also key research focuses. This paper reviews the relevant scholarship,
summarizes the major viewpoints, and identifies existing issues, so as to provide a reference for
future research.
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