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Abstract

Reply to Tongpan Lv Taibo was composed in the first year of Huangyou era when Ouyang Xiu was
serving as the governor of Yingzhou. The poem recalls the prosperity of the lotus wine toast during
his tenure as the governor of Yangzhou, and supplements with three self-notes detailing incidents
such as “Shao Bo’s lotus”, “collecting thousands of lotus flowers to decorate a painted basin”, and

“passing flowers and picking leaves as a wine toast”. This poem represents a revision of the Western
Kun style within the realm of social poems. This article first verifies the variations between the
poem and the self-notes, and then, referencing Liu Yun’s “Lotus” from the “Western Kun Poetry Col-
lection”, analyzes how Ouyang’s poem, within the same context of praising lotus and banquets, em-
ploys real scenes, historical incidents, comparisons between the past and present, and plain lan-
guage to mitigate the tendency towards dense allusions and scholarly style commonly seen in West-
ern Kun poetry. This article argues that Ouyang Xiu did not simply discard allusions, rhythms, and
literary grace, but instead used real-life experiences as the organizing center for his poetry materi-
als. His structure, which begins with six lines reminiscing about a grand tour and transitions to the
solitude of West Lake in Yingzhou in the last two lines, endows the seven-character quatrain with a
narrative layer akin to ancient literary accounts. Thus, it can be seen that the key to Ouyang Xiu’s
poetic innovation lies in reorganizing social poem materials with factual support, natural language,
and genuine emotions, pushing Song poetry from a mere focus on beauty and allusions to an em-
phasis on events, meanings, and emotions.
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