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Abstract

This article takes the national-level intangible cultural heritage—the Tianheng Sea Festival in Jimo,
Qingdao as the research object, analyzing the inheritance and changes of folk culture of the Tian-
heng Sea Festival in the contemporary society. While maintaining the stable inheritance of the core
ritual structure and symbolic system, the Tianheng Sea Festival has undergone profound changes
in ritual space, organizational form, and cultural function. The driving force behind these changes
stems from the adaptive capacity within the community, as well as the joint shaping of the national
intangible cultural heritage system, tourism economic development, and media technology. The
contemporary practice of the Tianheng Sea Festival is a strategy for the adaptive reconfiguration of
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traditional folk culture in the modern society. Its experience provides an important case for under-
standing the contemporary fate of folk culture and offers beneficial insights for the protection and
revitalization of intangible cultural heritage.
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