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Abstract

Adapted from the novel Immortal Symptoms, Gu Changwei’s film Hedgehog continues the director’s
consistent focus on marginalized ordinary individuals. Through the two protagonists Zhou Zheng
and Wang Zhantuan, the film depicts the mutual healing between a spiritual father figure and a son
that transcends traditional ethics. Taking the isomorphic relationship between Zhou Zheng, an

SMES|F: ST R 5 IRUEL[]. E 2, 2026, 14(4): 1026-1030. DOI: 10.12677/cnc.2026.144144


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/cnc
https://doi.org/10.12677/cnc.2026.144144
https://doi.org/10.12677/cnc.2026.144144
https://www.hanspub.org/

BLILEG

aphasic teenage boy, and Wang Zhantuan, an eccentric elderly man prone to rambling speech as its
core, the film employs differentiated frame composition, contrasting warm and cold light and
shadow, as well as symbolic objects to depict how two generations, a father figure and a son figure,
break free from family discipline and worldly conventions. Trapped and stagnated in modern soci-
ety, the two become each other’s spiritual solace amid social prejudice, illustrating the tenderness
and healing embedded in mutual redemption between human beings.
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