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Abstract

“Shi zai shi” was originally an evaluative adverb expressing confirmation, but in spoken language,
it can be used independently to convey a negative stance. This paper primarily analyzes the negative
evaluation function of “(x) shi zai shi” and the motivations for its formation. This negative evalua-
tion function mainly originates from the subjective maximal intensity meaning of “shi zai”, prag-
matic ellipsis, and abductive inference. The study also examines its conversational sequence envi-
ronment, revealing that it is preferentially distributed in responsive turns and is context-depend-
ent. Finally, a comparison is made between “di que shi” and “shi zai shi”. Although both are evalua-
tive adverbs, “di que shi” does not possess the function of negative evaluation, primarily due to
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syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic differences between “di que” and “shi zai”.
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