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Abstract

This paper takes the Epitaph and Preface of the Late Grand Master of Regular Remonstrance and Vice
Prefect of Dingzhou, Dou of the Tang Dynasty as its research object, and conducts a systematic exe-
getical study of the epitaph’s subject, Dou Quanjiao, with respect to his family background, official
career, social associations, and the historical context of his time, by cross-referencing transmitted
historical texts and excavated materials. Through a comparative analysis of the epitaph and canon-
ical works such as the Old Book of Tang, the New Book of Tang, and the Six Codes of the Tang Dynasty,
this paper focuses on Dou Quanjiao’s political circumstances during the Kaiyuan era, the An Lushan
Rebellion, and the Yongtai period, revealing the life trajectory of a member of the Tang imperial
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affinal family in a time of turmoil. The information recorded in the epitaph holds significant value
for understanding the Tang dynasty’s affinal clans, the military examination system, the establish-
ment of military commissioners’ headquarters (fanzhen), and the socio-political ecology of the He-
bei region following the An Lushan Rebellion.
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