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Abstract

The imagery of “river” (jiang) and “moon” (yue) constitutes a significant and indispensable compo-
nent of Yuan Zhen’s Shi Dongchuan poetry cycle. As emotive vehicles for the poet’s lyrical expression,
these two archetypal images recur frequently throughout the cycle, bearing witness to the poet’s
travels and intellectual transformations. They give voice to Yuan Zhen’s multifaceted sentiments—
his grief over the vicissitudes of his time, his longing for family and friends, and his meditative lyri-
cism—while simultaneously manifesting a conscious temporal-spatial awareness characteristic of
his poetic craftsmanship.
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