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Abstract

As a core fundamental lexical item in Chinese, the body-part term Tou (head) has undergone a long
diachronic evolution in its semantic system, culminating in a multifaceted semantic network that
integrates both concrete and abstract as well as unitary and plural dimensions. Adopting metaphor
theory and metonymy theory from cognitive linguistics as its core theoretical framework, this paper
traces the original meaning of Tou, examines its paths of semantic extension, cognitive mechanisms,
and cultural connotations, and thereby reveals the internal laws governing its semantic evolution.
The findings indicate that the semantic evolution of Tou starts from its basic sense of “the human
head”, projects across domains via spatial metaphor, temporal metaphor, and qualitative metaphor,
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and accomplishes referential shifts through metonymic mechanisms. Ultimately, it forms a multidi-
mensional semantic system encompassing entity reference, locational reference, quantitative ref-
erence, and abstract conceptual reference.
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