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Abstract

This article takes Rushou as its research subject and is divided into two main parts. The first part
elaborates that Rushou originates from the system of the four-directional deities in the Classic of
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Mountains and Seas (Shanhaijing), where he is named alongside Goumang, Zhurong, and Yujiang as

the gods of the four quarters. Rushou later evolved from a deity of the four directions into one of the

deities of the Five Phases (wuxing), a transformation closely related to the prevalence of the Yin-

Yang and Five Phases theory at the time. He concurrently assumed the dual connotations of the au-

tumn deity and the deity of punishment. The second part discusses the question of whether Rushou

is identical to Chiyou or Xi Wangmu, concluding that Rushou and Chiyou are not “one entity with

two names”, and that while Rushou may share some similarities with Xi Wangmu, the claim that

they are the same figure still requires further verification. Unlike such ancient emperors as Huangdi,
Tang Yao, and Yu Shun, who possess independent historical traditions, Rushou functions more as a

constituent element within the mythological system and was stably preserved in the “Five Sacrifices”
(wusi) system. The study of his image evolution also reflects the universality and particularity of

character conflation in ancient Chinese mythological systems.
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