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Abstract

Xilankapu is a hand-woven brocade technique passed down through generations of the Tujia people.
As one of the first batch of national intangible cultural heritage items in China, it is widely acclaimed
as the “wordless epic” of the Tujia ethnic group. Serving as a material carrier of Tujia civilization in
the Wuling Mountain region, Xilankapu is far more than a mere handicraft artifact; rather, it consti-
tutes a cultural synthesis that integrates historical memory, totemic beliefs, aesthetic concepts, folk
customs and rituals, as well as ethnic identity. Taking cultural connotation as the core research
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perspective, this paper systematically deconstructs the deep-seated cultural essence of Xilankapu
from four dimensions: historical narrative, pattern symbolism, color aesthetics, and folk society. It
further elucidates the ecological view of the unity of heaven and humanity, the animistic belief sys-
tem, the plain yet robust spiritual traits, and the function of cultural bonds in sustaining the ethnic
community embedded within this art form. The findings indicate that every detail of craftsmanship,
every category of patterns, and every combination of colors in Xilankapu is deeply rooted in the
livelihood practices and spiritual world of the Tujia people, thereby functioning as a core visual
symbol that carries the collective memory of the ethnic group.
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