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Abstract

There is a debate regarding the origin of the “Cechou” (small pieces of wood and bamboo used for
cleansing after defecation), with some arguing for a local origin and others for a foreign one. Ar-
chaeological and textual evidence indicate that discarded bamboo slips were found alongside hu-
man feces at the Western Han-era Dunhuang beacon tower site, confirming that in China, discarded
bamboo slips were used to wipe away excrement long before the transmission of Indian legal codes
to the East; After the transmission of foreign legal codes to the East, systematic material standards
and operational guidelines were established for the Cechou, elevating it from a makeshift tool to an
institutionalized ritual implement governed by legal codes, and gradually leading to its diffusion
into secular life. The evolutionary trajectory of the Cechou illustrates the fusion of indigenous
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traditions and foreign institutions, serving as a classic example of institutional transplantation and
the interaction of customs.
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