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Abstract

The Imperial Approved Royal Atlas and Gazetteer of the Western Regions is one of the officially com-
piled local gazetteers completed after the Qianlong Emperor of the Qing Dynasty unified the West-
ern Regions. Compiled in the 47th year of the Qianlong reign by Xu Jingzong, Chu Yanzhang and
other scholars, the book was composed based on the surveying and mapping data collected by He
Guozong and official military and political archives. In terms of political background, the Qing Dyn-
asty’s pacification of the Western Regions realized the great unification of the northwest frontier.
In terms of academic value, the book features a well-structured compilation system, consisting of
six parts: Imperial Edicts and Writings, Atlas Research, Statistical Tables, Sub-gazetteers, and Mis-
cellaneous Records. It systematically and categorically records the political systems, military ad-
ministration, human customs, geographical features and other key information of the Western Re-
gions in the Qing Dynasty. This paper conducts a systematic analysis and evaluation of the book
from six dimensions: compilation background, textual structure, compilation advantages, inherent
deficiencies, version evolution, and research value for future studies. The chapters of Imperial
Edicts and Writings and Official Systems elaborate the consistent recognition of Chinese sovereignty
over the Western Regions throughout successive dynasties; the chapters of Territory, Mountains
and Rivers demonstrate that the Western Regions have been an integral part of China’s territory
across dynasties; the chapters of Garrison Administration and Currency System illustrate the inher-
itance of China’s institutional systems in the Western Regions through successive dynasties. As a
pioneering classic of northwest historical geography studies in the Qing Dynasty, this book is an
essential documentary reference for the research on the Qing Dynasty’s Western Regions history. It
preserves a large number of first-hand original documents and boasts extremely high literary and
historical value. This paper further discusses the hierarchical differences of its various versions and
the application boundaries of the book as a literary historical material of the Western Regions. It
proposes that the evidentiary attributes of its records on poems and prose, place names, folk cus-
toms, music and other materials should be judged separately, avoiding equating the officially final-
ized version with unprocessed first-hand records.
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