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Abstract

Chu Tingxun’s epitaph preserves information about his family background, examination success,
official career, death, and burial. Centering on the transcription of the epitaph rubbing, this study
draws on Su Ting’s spirit-road inscription for Chu Wuliang, the Old Book of Tang, the New Book of
Tang, the Comprehensive Mirror for Aid in Government, and the Institutional History of Tang. Build-
ing on Gu Fei’s interpretation, it examines the Chu family’s genealogy and ancestral commandery
affiliations; Chu Wuliang’s appointment as Right Cavalier Attendant-in-Ordinary; the relationship
between examination chronology and the inferred dates of Chu Tingxun’s birth and death; his mili-
tary and civil appointments, including command of the Hengyang Army; the legal handling of the
fatal flogging case in Lu Commandery; and the relationship between places of death and burial and
native-place identity. The study seeks to elucidate the epitaph’s distinctive value as evidence for
Tang institutions and historical events and to supplement earlier research.
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