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Abstract

Wang Zengqi’s prose writing returns to realism, deeply rooted in traditional Chinese culture, and
incorporates traditional aesthetic sensibilities into his craft. His works possess a distinctive style of
their own—innocent yet enduring, with a plain and natural prose style. His diction strikes a balance
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between tradition and novelty, presenting a refreshingly subtle and ethereal artistic conception
that lingers long in the reader’s mind. The World of Plants, The Flavor of Life, and Encounters in This
World are Wang Zengqi’s three most celebrated collections of prose, covering a wide range of sub-
jects including flora and fauna, culinary delights, and reminiscences of old friends, offering a com-
prehensive view of his lexical repertoire. Through a meticulous analysis of his word choices, we can
appreciate the unique charm of Wang Zenggqi’s linguistic artistry. The core of Wang Zengqi’s stylistic
philosophy lies in his delicate craftsmanship of everyday “things”—plants, food, and common ob-
jects—through which he constructs an aesthetic world that deliberately distances itself from grand
historical narratives.
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