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Abstract

“Speech” constitutes an important component of Confucius’ ideological system and serves as one of
the core carriers of his educational practice. Centered on propositions including “A virtuous man is
sure to have worthy speech, yet one with worthy speech may not necessarily be virtuous”, “He who
does not understand speech cannot understand people”, “Without learning the Odes, one has no
means to speak properly”, and “Speech without refinement will not spread far”, Confucius estab-
lished a system of thought on speech education, with the coexistence of virtue and speech as well as

the balance between substance and refinement as its core tenets. Rather than mere training in
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linguistic expression, this system integrates speech profoundly with moral cultivation, personality
formation, cultural inheritance and social communication, giving rise to the tradition of speech
edification that runs through traditional Chinese education. Taking Confucius’ core propositions on
“speech” as the thread and combining the social context of the Spring and Autumn Period, this paper
systematically analyzes the connotation, practical approaches and historical influence of his
thought on speech education.
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