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Abstract

Ye Huixin’s Collation of Ancient Commentaries on the Erya is one of the most rigorously structured
works in the Qing dynasty tradition of collecting lost commentaries on the Erya. Based on an inves-
tigation into the author’s life and the process of compilation, as well as a clarification of the textual
history and editions, this article systematically analyzes its editorial structure from five aspects:
scope of inclusion, arrangement method, phonetic materials, exegetical approach, and markers of
editorial judgment. It further evaluates the work’s nature and value in the fields of textual reconstruc-
tion (jifu) and philology. The study shows that the book adopts “collation” (jiao) as its core methodology,
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forming a structural system characterized by “layered inclusion, traceable sources, and distinct edito-
rial opinions.” In the Qing scholarly transition from “seeking completeness” to “seeking precision” in
the collection of lost texts, this work played a role of consolidation and standardization.
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