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Abstract

This article takes the dissemination and practice of Confucianism during Su Shi’s exile to Danzhou,
Hainan (1097~1100) as the research object, focusing on his Confucian education strategies and
practices in the Li ethnic region of Hainan, and exploring the two-way interaction between Li culture
and Su Shi’s own Confucian thoughts. Based on the Confucian ideology of “human feelings as the
foundation”, Su Shi achieved a transformation in his identity from “courtiers” to “people of Dan’er”
in Danzhou, proposing the equal proposition of “consulting with Han and Li, all are one people”,
which dissolved the traditional distinction between Chinese and foreign cultures. And through sort-
ing out Su Shi’s specific practices such as founding the Zaijiu Hall, changing customs, and spreading
knowledge of medicine and agriculture, the article analyzes how he promoted the dissemination
and acceptance of Confucianism in ethnic minority areas. At the same time, the simple life of the Li
people in turn confirmed and deepened Su Shi’s Confucian beliefs, expanded the perspective of Con-
fucian education research, and provided a new perspective for understanding the ultimate comple-
tion of Su Shi’s later thoughts. The “Biographies of the Book of Dongpo” and “The Book of Changes
of Dongpo” completed by Su Shi in Danzhou provided a philosophical foundation for his educational
practice. His own thoughts have also been perfected in three years of Confucian education practice,
and his spiritual personality has become more complete, achieving the “two-way assimilation and
integration of Central Plains Confucian culture and local Li culture in Hainan” and making great
contributions to the Confucianization of Hainan. This study has important historical reference sig-
nificance for cross-cultural communication and regional Confucianism research under the current
awareness of the Chinese national community.
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