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Abstract

The critical intent of satirical fiction is not presented directly on the surface of the text. Instead, it
relies on the abnormality of plot, the contradictions in characters’ words and deeds, and a dual
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structure of signification to generate cognitive conflicts in readers, thereby prompting them to
make inferences, analyses, and value judgments. Drawing on the Paul-Elder tripartite model of crit-
ical thinking, this paper operationalizes critical thinking into five cognitive stages: identifying prob-
lems, mobilizing information, analyzing assumptions, making inferences and judgments, and form-
ing conclusions. Using this framework to analyze “Fan Jin’s Success in the Imperial Examination,” it
finds that the abnormality of the plot prompts readers to re-examine causal relationships; the con-
tradictions in characters’ words and deeds activate the blank space for evaluation; and the construc-
tion of dual meanings requires readers to go beyond the surface narrative to make deep inferences.
These three mechanisms correspond respectively to the activation of reasoning, assumptions, and
perspectives among the elements of thought, and to the application of intellectual standards such
as logicalness, depth, and breadth. The unique value of satirical fiction in cultivating thinking lies
precisely in this relationship between its textual structure and the process of critical thinking.
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SEHEE BB B . ASCRHARY - 2R 18 (Paul & Elder) LA 14 L4k = o 85 M U4 9 4y
BTHESE . AR & = ANHH R BR 4k . J8.4E 70 2 (elements of thought). % iR bR ifE(intellectual standards)
HI 15 B (intellectual traits). EYETT R I BLEE A A S ) \AFEAS S BEY. W, F8. ¥
o B HEEL WUAAE R . bR AETE A DRS04 R B ) LT s TR . dERAE . REEATE. AH
RMEIREES T BHRNE . EEAEAIAE . R U i P AR R LA B BT, LA R R
BT, R B BIRIEE. BRREEE4]. RE SRR, ARG SO IR E RS
MR I M AE ) FEANREUTER, AMiEsE B4R E” , xR “EIR R HigE BT .

A BB YE” AR 9 LU AR RSB S (1) R R 5 SR B SOR AR AE
SR BE A (2) HBNME R B ARG, RIS EESAHKIER: 3) /. wFmi
H & 5 A TR SCARRR AT 2 M 225 (4) HEFERIWT: 1303 5 T SUARME B dEAT DA SR A1 W A& 5 4317 5
(5) TERie. B e 2 ma] eV VR A KIS B T o X TN IR ARG ad it T 7E B Bl A%
HIERESE . AW

IWHIP R () B R . IR R RE SR T B AR AR R R . AN, U MEEES
CANFIE A —BUE BI, 2 AEREPIRES, T RAT a8 /2 N R & 1 IR 3) ) —— MRl it [F]
A BN, SR P B P A8, AT SIS A RN S A R BE T o AR ) 152 O BE 2724035, Frager A1 Thompson I 2% B,
i BB SR, O BN IE BT IR B 25 W X MO R, X — 5% AR AT REI0E S LB AR e kK]
PEB AR AE RN A R . 5 2, INFIP R IFAR B B BERT, T2 MPHG S Al A & BT T B
SR N RSP, 7= A — i i R SO, T IEOR SR AR R AR B 7T

Uk s ) el (RARANEY , BRIREVNEMBREE, G5 FENEEMEMB4ES S, D iuHE
GEENATEF AT G Ar i AR X — L F R, 4 TS ERIRERIE T, AR AERERSS
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XFE, 3 M R W 51 R B (A EING Bl SR IR S 2 e B AR & 7 TR R A
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RAREEAL AR B B AE LRRIR, TR BN R SRS . B A X R S B,
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BRI REN R AL, GEEEFZE) FAMTATHRA IR, AR A B 5 A A
R RIS ORI BB R R MR (T, FEVRER 2R AT, MR U CORMEIRE T BT e
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SAFHITh A0 B A By At AUy o ORI YR R S AT S 2 S AR P I F AT B, i RS D ) i
WA TR IR A% BT E S . RIS MG, RIE TR X A SR EAEAI[10]. 2418 RehgiE
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2, X E R R AN AT BB SR S A BE D 4 S R AT e s Tk 2 20 i 23l
GERS TR AR IR A o XM N AR 52 5 A 2 IO LU0, 5k 2 7 ) 7 )

(Vb rhge) TR G 1S BRI, (R BB i R BT BRI AR s . 7E AR TR,
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CRIBEHAE) [ BRI AS O A S 2642 e o LG Ve (K0 2T, R B A o e 1 B AR M 2 ST 7 M
Bl L, BSOS BT S R VR

DL HEX — AP St JEdE R — MR RIS R E R, TR — AL B R A A
FECHII AR, bR A IR s WA AAES, T Th Ik, T35 IR SRR
HA RS . /N BRI 2, TR0 R I 2 () B 48 e . B0 L U IAR 5
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