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Abstract

Huang Shi’s four essays, A Study of Rouge, A History of Eyebrow Adornment, A History of Dai Pig-
ment, and The Origins of Rings, constitute an interconnected body of research on women'’s adorn-
ment. Existing scholarship has generally cited these essays separately and has yet to identify their
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shared mode of writing. Situating them within the intellectual context of research on women in the
1920s and 1930s, this article employs close textual reading and cross-referencing of sources to ex-
amine Huang’s approach to materials concerning women’s adornment. Through the philological ex-
amination of names and objects, chronological reconstruction, and analysis of transmission, Huang
traces changes in adornment customs. He further interprets eyebrow adornment, dai pigment,
rouge, and rings in relation to emotional expression, material conditions, marital status, and bodily
taboos, thereby making women’s adornment a subject of folkloristic inquiry into women’s lives and
social relations. This approach extends philological research beyond tracing the origins of objects
to the interpretation of women’s social life. Yet, because it relies largely on classical texts, poetry
and prose, and traditional encyclopedic compilations, ordinary women’s voices are mostly repre-
sented indirectly. By reexamining these essays as a group, this article seeks to enrich current un-
derstanding of the subjects and methods of Huang’s research on women'’s folklore and to clarify the
place of his studies of adornment within his broader scholarly practice.
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