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Abstract

Lin Chong: Temple Visit in the Snowstorm is a pivotal chapter in Water Margin that shapes Lin
Chong’s character arc. Taking the binary-oppositional imagery of “cold snow” and “blazing fire” as
the narrative thread, Shi Nai’an constructs three progressive layers of antagonistic space: physical,
bodily and spiritual. The physical space builds the story framework through the tension between
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natural and man-made scenes. Mediated by the interweaving of frigid and scorching bodily sensa-
tions, the bodily space realizes the transformation between perceptual experience and emotional
structure. Centered on the collision between forbearance and resistance, the spiritual space accom-
plishes the breakthrough of the character’s identity recognition and subject reconstruction.
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