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Abstract

With the development of machine learning and deep learning, researchers have successfully ap-
plied various algorithms and models to detect related diseases from fundus images, among which
the precise segmentation of retinal blood vessels is a key step in automated ophthalmic disease di-
agnosis. However, traditional segmentation algorithms face issues such as difficulty distinguishing
vessels from noise and maintaining the continuity of long-distance vessel topology. To address this,
this paper proposes a fundus vessel segmentation algorithm TLadder-AMSF based on a large kernel
convolution residual block and coordinate attention. This algorithm uses a Large Kernel Convolu-
tion Residual Block with a large receptive field to model long-distance vessel dependencies, designs
an asymmetric multi-scale fusion module AMSF to achieve accurate aggregation of multi-scale fea-
tures, and introduces a coordinate attention to enhance spatial directional perception. Experi-
mental results on the DRIVE and STARE datasets show that the method achieves sensitivities of
82.64% and 83.56%, and accuracies of 96.25% and 98.22%, respectively, with all metrics reaching
advanced levels compared to several mainstream methods. To visually validate the segmentation
performance of this method, visualization discussions were conducted. In addition, ablation exper-
iments demonstrated that the Large Kernel Convolution Residual Block, AMSF module, and coordi-
nate attention improved the topological connectivity of segmented images, confirming the effective-
ness of each module.
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MR JEE I N\ AR HE — RES ATE 617 U B IR IS BRI AR IR R . LI B I 77 25 AR AR (U EL AR
I3 SR RE S 2R) i RS B s AL R 0 A8 T L 5 DGR K 25 A J L 65505 F) 2 2R W0 35 )
[1]-[5]. i oxd R R HEAT S A 0 M 2 31, RERS BAC ML T A IRFR, vl REE A 52 4L 2 WL A4 B2 I
WA, SEHLPR I 00 & SRS W, Bahfe. ks B B IS 7 B2 TR B2 W R SR ks D IR
SR, AT R L AL 0 Mt 22 AL Mk BRI B8 T3l 2y i, X ANBGRERS 37 77, HLAZ IR TR AR5 (10l
FOARE L2, X DL 2 R A AR R o AN, i T AL R AR ARG IR AN L AR TP
Hia) s LRI B 5 R AR (ALK 32T B AR ) MEH R 25 (S X JE58) 5Bk, eIl &4 Bk
B B0 2> F AT R — TR AR5

BEE TR SR A ST HOR IR, WU E ARt 7 2 M B aib n BIRE, Wi TR GUEM
WL ST7, UM E M E 3050, BERTT TS IR 520 . o B g o505
ARG AT R IC Bt , X875 92538 1 32 IR B (5 P I A AN SRR, A BLEAN Z R ELR A,
SRJE BEATIAE 70 . Wang S5 A [6] FH 22 /INBAZ 1A DL C B 2 SE 3L E Sh I AE 70 &1, A2 23 F10 LA P [ P
LB T AR LR . Yin S N[TIHR T — Pk T i BRER R OB BRER UV . IV BRER SRS
RFAEFIG R, RE AT ISR E I GG SR, R R R 5 325 s 368 3] ) R AT AN I 1 1)
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R R I 0 A, Neto 55 A [8]ifId &5 & W75 B g 1 — M BURAS R BS 7 BI5e B, Qg 17—l
B, MM 3RAS T BEREA R o #I8s 3, SRl 7 — M i 2040 00 U8 7y B 7k . Ak, VRN 5L 25
AR G AR W R 2B R BT L 2 B, Lam 8 A [O1F& T —FhEE T-4uit 5 —4 i
PRI 4 0 74, 25 IR B A s T R S (T R AU S

HRMEIHEMLE, B s i AR i B GB BT SRR R UIZ AL . Wu 25 A [10]142 H 1)
U-GAN i AL RS I [ 3 0 BBV E N GAN [ A s, RIS 43 ) 45 R B S R 336 30 10 3 P9 4%
A HTNAA R BIGE R Besh, —Seit N SURIL S U TR B i 2 r #1455 . Zhuang
GEN[LLERH THAS U JEEE K, R 5k il Hopf e B 4o U TE M2 IR EA . H—4 U BN
ZEI RS AR AN EE — A U B M2 123 i it R R EARIESE, BT LadderNeto %-T- iU 7E 73 B0 2
EAREE R, e B IR AE LAER 22 F . Wang 5 A [12]32 T HAnet, 1% 2% i — AN i 25 ARG 2%
WL, S THRIURAE, b —MERAD 2 IR A B 7 B 45 BRI RIRHE 2 5 T 318 T %1, 48
J&i B AN AN ARD 28 5 1T T k2D BRI A o SR, A0 IR0 FE I 57 0 AT 55470 T e 7™ U Bk ko %
LR AR LA AR 5 4 S S P AV B A . LUK, AR GBI BT IR, DU e < e 2 ) L A
HIMER, SBUEDFIZ R PIE IS BRI R . MK EEAE G BRSSO BRI R AE A& 77 20,
A TGRS TS S ARSI T4 J5 S0 40 1T 5 A i i, 3 SO A A AR A /N ML R R B R S R .
SR ) B, A SR — b I T R A Bk 2 BRI AR AR 72 ) B AR b 2 B 4% . 83t LadderNet 7§
AR RAE Lo G Sl N KRR BERT 23 B AR, W 5T 7RI U2 BT, 358 7 A%
MK P RS S0 P v AN RE ST o BEAN, $RH T — A AEXFR 2 R RFE AL & (AMSF) 5 8%, HRAE AL A
FIIR FERHE R AT 22 5, TEGRRRD IR AR P EAL o 1E T AN ThRE BLAN Rl S i . Ho, 76 AMSF-
2 B R N T AR FRYE & 1 (Coordinate attention) [13]#L#1, 3855 7R [ 45 (B AN g 11, $RTF 1A 4 E
FhFE .
2. KWWE
2.1. BiEE

N8 UE A SCHE A R IR S L 0 B 55 o IR A, FRATTE B S A T IR I PR A 4 A 4R
DRIVE 1 STARE [T T 4%iF. DRIVE ##i4E tH—% CanonCR5 FERABEAHNLIAEE, 5 40 K75 #¢
N 565 x 584 MR KIS, X428 20 FRIZREEM 20 RIS . AFoK BHURER At 5 — A& ZARVE R
Y EIASAE N S bRtk . STARE #dfa 4 b1 35 [ i 2 LA K= it 5T I AR 2, 6% 20 1@ 700 x 605 %
RREG, EEIXEE 4 H TopconTRV-50 HRIEAHAL RIS BIaE T AN SRR . M0 R0 IR S0IR 00 1 28
ek, BIREIE BT KT R R

2.2. BuETALIE

MR & MR AEAE AR AE LI . X LU FEAR DA e A T & 1), BRI EAT AR B . SR BUCRS (L R i 2
HE (ZEE LS 57 500 PR R ), IR AT ARAEZE 0 — 1o SRR #0T EL 5 B 3 N L 5 B 4 Ak
(CLAHE) SR T I AR 51 5 R o K BT BB B HL B b 2 o 8 B 7 2 o 5 R
~) 512 x 512, it Gamma ARt — MBI EIR K ST 0 AT NG G I 3 S AR R A [ L T S
WG NAE, RN ZRRT BOS I ZRFEAS SN B DN BEATL G 0, €045 . KT/ BRI . BENLIER: .

2.3. SLIRINERE
FESZIe T, ] AdamW 1E A L2, BUEZERCA 0.05, Zh&E N 0.99, ¥IUE2%>]F N 0.0001, KH
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REZIB KRB LIS RN 8, IIZREC IR 50 %€, f F F45 SR B (early stopping = 8). SE5%
1E 12GB W71 NVIDIA GeForce RTX 3080 Ti 4T

3. RIS

AR T P T KA B ZE SRR IE BT S AR A 70 BRI 45 TLadder-AMSF. ¥5E, %77
I A U TR AT SRR AR SR, B BRI i &% - RIS SR 4, MR R B Bk 22 B
LKCRB iZZ 32 HUE [AIRFE I FEAT TR AR, fEMaALIE T AMSF-1 BB 3R 2 RUEE ., B mld R A
AP A LB RHE R . BEJS, RRIERENEE ZA U TR S BEAT AR A . BB, Sl 38 A
AT RABE R, SRR S S U TR0 RERRE, SCIlEs R ifE B = .
15 U JE 2% (14 B IS it B AR AR VE B AL (1) AMSF-2 R HU R SRR AR AT 728 [ A HE 5 19 5 o B
S LA R, a5 SRR RSE — B e e B s 2 FI S5 R . BRI B QA 1 B
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Figure 2. Large kernel convolution residual block structure diagram

2. RRERXEREME

Figure 1. TLadder-AMSF structural diagram
1. TLadder-AMSF £5#4[
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N T EERFEGASR AN 48 i 20t FAL A I FER, 51 NZEAU Transformer FIHKFREIERE /7, AR SORE M 4%
(PR R T BT N KA AR 22 B LKCRB o AR YU I O g5 4 Ak, 23Tt 7 A, 1 55
FNEBIE A RGBT Z M 4 W1 ResNet L HARR, J0H 2 IR FH/NIBBIZ (G 3% 3), S
AR o AEAL BB IS 2, 3k e PR o A AR AR DA PR I B B I PR MR AE, RS T
Fm K R A B 2L . B4R Vision Transformer FUA 58 K4 R R RE /), (B HAHBT4Y 2
Ko Hl, RICGINKZEREZES, BRI RRSFREE T 73 B B AU Transformer FrIHFEARIR L
RE7, [EIEST O B A AR 2% (1 VA 2 s B R H Rk, ANTOUR J2 T 38 xS sd Mk PR DR o SR 2 T o
K 2 o

SHFEE 1 Z I NEE x, e ROPY, HHERAE W T,

FEHR G AR 7 x 7 FRIVR FE 7] 73 85 45 F5 (Depthwise Convolution). #HEL TAE4iH) 3 x 3 B/, AR
SPEREA YR T B2, (R G B K M R, b T BT RS B R B A
Wrgd. Zid AKX Q)FR:

X, = DWCONV.. () (1)

g, g A - % - 27 M RN, il 23— 1k (LayerNorm) £ € 70 A, BEJEFIH 1x 145

B RHEEIES 5K 4 %, 4 GELU BufmBUCE S, Ml —1 1 x 1 BHULSH R RIGYEE . i
ARQR)IR:

X,p = GELU(PWConv, (LN(x,,))) @)

Horp PWConv, TR THE 1 R R UERAEE
B, (EAR R A2 E R S N S AR, AR ORRZ M YIRS (R R AR e T, A R 1R
fEIRM . IR A @) FTR:
X1 =X +PWConv, (x,) A3)

MR AR S, B RGBS i B A RIS, 3RAG 728480 T Transformer f{42 5 R ALRE /T -
3.2. WHHRERMSERR AMSF

PRI B A R B sh A, E T8 S B4 ME RRE RGBT NG RRABELEE. B
T2 B R M DL A I A R P AT TR B LA o 3 FLAC U Z6Y R 288 76 JHR 00 Ak 308 s S P X R Bl — R
LR, X3 EBRE S — W BOR 5 B R UINAUVERAE, 17 7E 28 B B SR 2 0] 4 = 1 S A 28cdml .
BARZ R RHERL A 2 WAR R T7 2, (BAE 48 AN RIR B (B R AR R ), % 22 RUBEAS 21 7% SR A
e ik, FRATETE TAERRZ REER GBI, SRR RREES, 2 A ERANAE AN B SAL . 7E28
—/N B, FIH/NSKRERAE CTIZ BRI FTE TR L IR, B S R R RN S S 1
BB, EREFEEMN LIRS B REM L, FIAKY kR S5EREAEIIT FEHERE” M
fE, DAX SR SWEFS, JHE IR KRR OR 1A A B ARG B N RS H 3 S
S R AN 5 AR TE Lo A AMSF SRS A E 45 R, WE 3 fis.

WA NFFAEE N F, e RPYC, HH M2 T,

e, FIH AMSF-1 (B2 —Br BORHR), 2 HeR IR 5k &R 12, ¥ 7k Z(dilation rate) X &
NBUN T e {1,2,4) o XTI E T AEAT R TG Py, DAASE RS B SR LB REAE W ORI RIPRRAE
HRAL T AN B A SR A A e B o i R A 2R (4) R

Foranch = CONVayg gitation—r (Fin ), F €1,2,4 (4)

branch
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BE G, 5 RFIEE LT P2 (Concatenation) 1 1 x 1 HRBH TR S . iZd WA G) AR,
Ffusionl = Conlel (Concat ( Fblranch ' szranch ! Fb‘:anch ) (5)

Fx, FIRT AMSF-2 (BIES —fr BURAR)EE 5 ) E T O RER . e =1IMra3d, i
SR 5k r e (6,12} , LU 3 PR b s Il i X 4, AL IRz 2 25 [ OR R o Jid 42 R 304k (GAP)
A1 x 1 ERRBEGE RGBT XUER Ry, o RSB 50, RERIGRHIE R, B R E SRR E
Pho 2570 SRR LS 2 IR B e ARl &, 2L A2 i 2 5 (6) s -

I:fusionz = Conlel ( I:in ) + Z Conv3><3,dilation=r ( Fin ) + Upsample(conlel ( Fgap )) (6)
2

re6,l.
REEH)IE, 1E AMSF-2 1, BlE 5 HIRHE Fpgon, FIBIEN — DM ARFRTE B R (CA) AT #E— D 1)
AR, B F, = CA(Fugons ) o IXFIIEXSFRIZTT——AMSF-1 “J (%~ . AMSF-2 “HK5fnT.” ——#)
FT X285 M B BA TH A% AR AL

Figure 3. Asymmetric multi-scale fusion module structure diagram

3. AENFRE REMARREHE

3.3. #¥RFEESH CA

FER R MR G s L5 7 (AR« 99 A2 X 380) O SCEEA I AT REARLL,  (UHREE T 52 0 5
W R SOR S S B A BARIEIEVE R IHLHI (U0 SE ALHRY) RERY o HE ELEIE N, (H e IE AR T it
W4 725 S, SRR 7 40/ AU I VR R “ M ER AL o RN, IR A BT A R
ZUT7 R P AN S (A A B A ER G . Biltn, 2 0 W AU AR A e BRI, BRATT SN AR B
JIWLH] CA [13], Iy KPRt B AN A bRl AT 25 AL G A, RS B 10 2 TR0 7 BB B (A 15 1)) Y
BIEEE R, AR AMREE “ OQENRAFILEIE ", A RERNE £ 23 A AR A B N SR s
T SE RS #E b 5 (7 1) % 7 BRI, S0 TR A AN R R R I A R 7 o L ER S R A 1] 4 s
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Figure 4. Coordinate attention structure diagram

Bl 4. BFREENEHE

25 5€ AMSF-2 fii i FURFAE X e R, TCA Bidadiid AR AR AR a2 ) 80 ARV 35 A
H G, AT T UG RAE GRS, B S0 K-T ORI EL(Y) 7 AT — 4 4R Pttt A2 pl—x
T3 R FI R A &, A SRR R
1

z:(h)=wo<iz<w x. (h,i) @)
2= % (i) ®

Hrp, 2"eR%M, 7"eR%™Y.

Hk, BATAARE B AR SRS RPN TT AR SRS, B AR 1x LB S R
He(tw Sigmoid) AT ARLNE AR S, Azl EARFAE &L, O PN AL B 5 TR R R SRR, TR
(I

f= 5(ConvM(Concat(zh, zw))) 9)
g"= o-(Conv{‘xl( f )) g" =o-(Conv1"il( f )) (10)

He, ¢"eR™, ¢"eR™, §H o 5B AAE R R
weJr, HEATRAEERHE, KA KE S T B R BGE 5 R AR IE B T A, SEHLN AR
PR () A B & A v, SR AR T

Yo (i §) =% (i, J)x g (1)x gy (J) (11)
i Y e RMWC BT 2 () AL FR{E B SR KRR

XL, CA *ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ%’%%ﬁ?iﬁ% “HERFEAT RIS, WRLEE TE AR AR B, AT
B 58 1 O6F I AE ] AR, AR A S S AR e WA BRI Sk e DX SR L L BER A ) 0  E

4. SEHEER
4.1. LRI

N T BGUEA ST VR, BT AR SCHE A S B AR R 5 3T A SR A A0 IO I I A 43 B AU L A AR 3R
P S 5 [11] [14]-[18]7E DRIVE 1 STARE %4l 4 k4T 1 4 b
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f7¢ 1Al %1, 7F STARE $¥i4E b, ASSCHR H 17 VEAE 2 WO AN P dn_ B3R B 7 o AT 1H0)
Se ikF| T 0.8264, R4 LadderNet 271 74 4.48%., X EE N T KGR ZH LKCRB [ K2
HPRFESREC LA Jo AMSF BN 22 RUBE MUEARFAE 1 78 70 3R, A2 B A% A 80U 1 oF B FEE AR AR PO A 240 I
EARM. HAh, EAEFZR(Ace)M Auc b, ASCH7E5 53] T 0.9625 F10.9848, 347 & B X bL 2
o RERBUZERIEIETE, ARSI (Sp) AR FETE 0.9812 I, UER] T ALARyER J1(CA)HIE]
N BENE A ORI 23 (A AL bR A B AERFAE LR, 7 385 55 0 A o) 2 D[RR, R v U o 1 PR R A8 IX 3k g 248
MENFE .

Table 1. Comparative experimental results on the DRIVE dataset
= 1. 7£ DRIVE $R&E LS LE SR AR

Jrik: Se Sp Acc Auc
U-Net 0.7991 0.9792 0.9562 0.9792
AAU-Net 0.8034 0.9708 0.9495 0.9688
LadderNet 0.7816 0.9789 0.9538 0.9766
IterMiUNet 0.7854 0.9784 0.9538 0.9755
DenseUNet 0.7564 0.9845 0.9555 0.9775
AttUNet 0.8037 0.9778 0.9556 0.9792
AT 0.8264 0.9812 0.9625 0.9848

sk 2 fioR, 1EH8 BBPbRPER STARE #4545 b, A7k RIFERBLH 7 sl oy SR . A7k
i) Se #8471k %] 7 0.8356, EELT AttUNet (0.8123)F15 45 LadderNet (0.7958). 1X 3 B i £ il K R~}
L% LKCRB 5 AMSF £5#4, #ERAENE A 24 S 5t STARE s 42 o 4 /08 if B vk 2% FLw B FEAR
i) . STARE ¥ 88 i A &80 2 IR BRI 75, A7 VAl ALyt 5 7 (CAY X K- 5 2 B2 RS Bk AT
gtd, {f Sp 4RFRORFFAE 0.9805 [ /K1, REBERETE X 7 I8 5 3 M A2 . Acc (0.9662)5 Auc (0.9885)
YA s, UERH T AR SCT VA AN ER 5 20 B 5 N BRI MG, B R e v 1 SV AL RE D

Table 2. Comparative experimental results on the STARE dataset
= 2. 1€ STARE ##E5E ERYFIEL SLIREER

Jrik: Se Sp Acc Auc
U-Net 0.7845 0.9754 0.9542 0.9782
AAU-Net 0.7921 0.9712 0.9510 0.9782
LadderNet 0.7958 0.9734 0.9545 0.9791
IterMiUNet 0.8012 0.9721 0.9552 0.9802
DenseUNet 0.7756 0.9821 0.9584 0.9815
AttUNet 0.8123 0.9765 0.9591 0.9824
AT 0.8356 0.9805 0.9662 0.9885
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N T 0 B AIE A SO IR E I BE P 5 IR T ARSI U-Net. LadderNet f il 446 %t E
SRR RABORBER, BATER T A AAFME LA S SERERRRMERE AT R R . W —H
HEE 2 RO B AT LRI, B T4 X JE R I35 5 15 S R B EE ARG, U-Net A LadderNet 78 402
Ry S LT R RHIE R R SN RIS . A SO iES T A B . LKCRB #2441
(R R~ I ASZ BT DA S AMSF #5EE ) 2 ROBERFIE AL, BEEAE HESPE 2% LU B AR IO eam i 7, IR EREF T
AR S5 A B SR, 2 B R & FAME () o 1R M B0 A B SRl AL X I, AR 4850
PR & B )i R I 3 [ RSl 7 RO 5 o IBRA= & % 1 I NS B e o A e | < BA k= e S K I NE R
IXAEBA T ABARTE R (CA)B I /K5 8 B 7 ) (0 23 (R 4 fidh,  SEIT 6F U500 B RORE HEA i, AT 2803
1) S A DX A P R U 7S o S FE B, AR SO R AR AR BRI AC X5 43 3 s Ak R I B SR (1 T A
WJRAE ST, BT LadderNet o ULEUAR 2R M) 0. X P R ELRE I 20 BIROR, N Rl PR b ik AT i
FLAR WU B A B o BT AR AR T AT SR A B S . AT, AT S RS TR R AR A ELEE, R
ARSCTFIEAE ST MBS B (O [T, TRORFRR T BT (0 450 — B 5 45 38 R g

R % W LadderNet

Figure 5. Segmentation result visualization

& 5. NEIGRATLE

4.2. HRASCIE

N Y BRAIEA SCHR R 2% A HRORT AL X BB L6 o 50 B A LA Bk, FRATIAE DRIVE B 48 Bl AT 1M
RLSER, g5 RWEE 3 ps.
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Table 3. Ablation experiment results on the DRIVE dataset
% 3. 7£ DRIVE & LHHR LIRSS R

JHERT fiiR=a7 ]
Baseline LKCRB AMSF CA Se Sp Acc Auc
v 0.7816 0.9789 0.9538 0.9766
v v 0.8012 0.9794 0.9572 0.9798
v v v 0.8155 0.9798 0.9598 0.9821
v v v v 0.8264 0.9812 0.9625 0.9848

7t Baseline f3&hE & oy KAZ G AR 2 LKCRB J5, REUE(Se)M 0.7816 &7+ ZE 0.8012.
P43 1k 22 e g Rl i 2 PR T 3 x 3 B UL I R i K S2 Y, 7E AL RN HLAHL i 0 1M A R AR T, 3 DA A 1%
X3R4 R MR, 75 5 EUME LSRR8 A R AR T 3R o 1T K% 5 AR 72 Bt LKCRB AR 7 x
7 IR oy AR, KU T 2L Transformer MK FRERERE /), TEA ST HEFAS A AT EE T KR
P T A WU o X — ML BRAL T R I AR (R, LR T kN LA 1 B il R

5B AMSF #Hu )5, Se faFrZETH % 0.8155, AUC K % 0.9821. H LMK U BILE k7L F AL
AR A B — ROBE BARFAE S, TS A ABE 2R P T T 400 Do) I of. 88 0 s 1140 FRUBSE B 28 401 (AKELR Yy o 3]
eI B BN ARARY) IS, X LU HAS [FIRLRE 4 AERAE . AMSF BEHUE I FEAT M AEXS B ik B i S ik,
ST X2 REEEME BB R XF “HH IR WRHERLG KNS, A RO 1R — e B fERr
FESREL (5 X, SRR 4/ L8 7 S I B A R AR 8 T 3 — DTt .

TR A S NABARIE R G, Rt (Sp)#RTH 2 0.9812, #EREZHR (Acc)is ] 0.9625 [E(E . LT 17 i%
(U SE JH 7)) AR 8 I 4 R P S50t AR 23 TR B R 48 9 B — R ) &, XS BB R 25 TR IR R
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