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Abstract

In September 2020, China explicitly proposed the goals of “peaking carbon dioxide emissions by
2030” and “achieving carbon neutrality by 2060”. On October 24 of the same year, the CPC Central
Committee and the State Council issued the Opinions on Completely, Accurately and Comprehen-
sively Implementing the New Development Concept and Doing a Good Job in Carbon Peak and Car-
bon Neutrality, which expounded the spirit of unswervingly implementing the new development
concept, thus promoting the comprehensive green transformation of economic and social develop-
ment, clarifying the goal of carbon peak and carbon neutrality, and better realizing the sustainable
development of society. Small and medium-sized cities account for 94% of the total number of
Chinese cities, and will inevitably become an important position to achieve the “double-carbon”
goal. Nowadays, the trend of urban expansion is slowing down, and urban development is shifting to
a deep level, especially in small and medium-sized cities. How to shrink wisely has become a difficult
problem for the transformation and development of many small and medium-sized cities. There are
obvious differences between urban development in China and that in western cities, which are
mainly determined by the political system and historical development stage. In the past, small and
medium-sized cities in China mainly expanded and developed, and have little experience in
contraction development. This paper will elaborate on the challenges of smart contraction in
small and medium-sized cities from four aspects of capital, technology, industry and management,
study the way from extensive development to smart development, and actively explore the path
design of smart contraction in small and medium-sized cities.
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