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Abstract

Face the threat of the epidemic, “the COVID-19 vaccine is a powerful weapon to end the epidemic”
has become a global consensus. In October 2020, India and South Africa proposed to the WTO to
temporarily waive the intellectual property obligations of the COVID-19 vaccine under TRIPS, which
has won the support of some developing countries and the least developed countries. On June 18,
2021, the European Union also submitted a draft declaration to the TRIPS Council, stating that the
equitable distribution of vaccines and medicines can be achieved through the patent compulsory
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license in the TRIPS Agreement. How to solve the problem of intellectual property rights under the
epidemic and balance the interests of public health and intellectual property protection has be-
come the most important task of the WTO.
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