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Abstract

In the name of safeguarding freedom of navigation, the USA “Freedom of Navigation Program”
challenges what the USA considers other countries’ “excessive maritime claims” through diplo-
matic representations, bilateral or multilateral consultations, and “freedom of navigation opera-
tions”. The USA refuses to join the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and has long
been outside the modern legal system of the sea with the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea as the core, but it has tried to use the “freedom of navigation operations” and other prac-
tices to make a unilateral explanation to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.
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Based on the flaws in the theory of excessive maritime claims, as well as the violation of the basic
principles of the UN Charter and the abuse of rights by “freedom of navigation operations”, the US
freedom of navigation operations poses a serious challenge to the international maritime legal
order.
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