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Abstract

The national security exception clause has a long history. It is often provided in international mul-
tilateral trade treaties, regional trade treaties and bilateral investment treaties. The national se-
curity exception clause has a dual character, which is not only a safety valve to protect national
security, but also often used as a tool for trade protection. Because of its ambiguity, the national
security exception clause is often applied in practice. Russia’s cross-border transport case is the
first time that the WTO Dispute settlement body has interpreted the national security exception
clause and explained the application of this clause, but there are still some deficiencies.
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