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Abstract

Different with the statute law, village regulations play an important role as social norms in Chi-
nese rural governance. Continuing from traditional Chinese rural society, modern village regula-
tions inherit and promote the moral and cultural connotations of traditional rural autonomy, and
further acquire elements of rule of law. It shows that the regulations of village combine localism
and modernity. Integrating the function of autonomy, rule of law and rule of virtue, village regula-
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tions make a significant effect on rural governance, including ensuring democracy, maintaining
rural orders, mediating rural conflicts and disputes, as well as promoting good customs and vir-
tues. Under the circumstances of changes in rural structures and the infiltration of the official will,
village regulations face problems such as insufficient autonomy with low public participation, li-
mited rule of law because of formalization and impracticability and so on. These problems of vil-
lage regulations result in unclear rural governance mechanisms generally. In order to fully pro-
mote the role of village regulations in the modernizing rural governance, it is necessary to en-
hance the public participation and recognition, improve the norm system of village autonomy reg-
ulations, and clarify the reasonable boundaries between national grassroots power, villagers’ au-
tonomy rights and other individual rights.
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