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Abstract

In order to comprehensively deepen reform, the Standing Committee of the National People's
Congress has granted the Shanghai Municipal People’s Congress and its Standing Committee the
power to formulate regulations for the Pudong New Area. According to the authorization of the
Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress, the regulations of Pudong New Area can be
formulated based on the needs of the reform practice of Pudong New Area, while complying with
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the basic principles of the Constitution and laws and administrative regulations, and adapting the
provisions of laws, administrative regulations, and departmental rules. In order to define the sta-
tus of Pudong New Area regulations in China’s socialist legal system, there is a need to explore the
connotation and extension of Pudong New Area regulations’ flexibility. By using textual and sys-
tematic explanations, the connotation of flexibility is defined from four perspectives: the source of
flexibility power, the object of flexibility, the boundary of flexibility, and the procedure of flexibil-
ity. From the perspective of the unity of constitutional foundation and national legal system, the
extension of the flexibility of regulations in Pudong New Area is analyzed, and it is concluded that
the flexibility of regulations in Pudong New Area conforms to the formal level of legal unity. How-
ever, from the substantive level of legal unity, affirmative conclusions cannot be drawn.
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