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Abstract

Under the threat of a serious “moral crisis” in the middle of the 20th century, the British govern-
ment appointed the Wolfenden Commission to deal with the rampant prostitution and homosex-
uality issues at the time, and then the Commission issued the far-reaching “Wolfenden Report”,
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which triggered the famous Devlin and Hart’s Jurisprudence Debate. Devlin put forward the
theory of legal coercion of morality in response to the report. This view was opposed by many lib-
erals, and most of the academic circles still evaluate it negatively. They believe that this is a de-
struction of liberalism and may lead to the prevalence of populism and paternalism. However, the
idea expressed by Devlin’s criticism of the Wolfenden Report does not mean to force citizens to be
moral through legal means, and the principled boundaries proposed by the Wolfenden Report also
have their inherent flaws. Based on this Legal Debate, this article tries to analyze the rationality of
Devlin’s theory of moral and legal coercion, finds the core of the debate and explores the practical
significance of the debate, so as to provide useful enlightenment for further promoting the rule of
law.
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