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Abstract

The promulgation and implementation of the Coast Guard Law of the People’s Republic of China has
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brought uniform standards and norms for China’s coast guard’s rights protection activities and
law enforcement. In this law, the Article 22 and Chapter VI clarify China’s coast guard’s power to
use force in law enforcement activities, which has aroused concerns and opposition from some
countries, especially neighboring countries. To discuss the legality of the use of force in maritime
law enforcement under international law, we must first clarify the connotation of the use of force
in maritime law enforcement, the nature of its behavior and its difference from military force.
Based on the provisions of the Coast Guard Law, after analyzing the relevant rules of international
law and the practice of international courts and tribunals on the use of force in maritime law en-
forcement, it can be assumed that the Coast Guard Law'’s authorizing the coast guard to use force in
law enforcement is definitely legal according to international law. But the form of the use of force
must be limited.
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See Guyana v. Suriname, Arbitral Tribunal constituted under Article 287 and Annex VII of the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea, Award of the Arbitral Tribunal, September 17, 2007, para. 445.
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%See Fisheries Jurisdiction Case (Spain v. Canada), International Court of Justice, Judgment, December4, 1998, para. 77-84.

*The MIV “Saiga” (No. 2) Case (Saint Vincent and the Grenadines v. Guinea), International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, Judgment (Me-
rits), July 1, 1999, para. 158-159.

“Guyana v. Suriname, Arbitral Tribunal constituted under Article 287 and Annex VII of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea, Award of the Arbitral Tribunal, September 17, 2007, para. 445.
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°See The MIV “Saiga” (No. 2) Case (Saint Vincent and the Grenadines v. Guinea), International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, Judgment
(Merits), July 1, 1999, para. 172.
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8See Reports of the Commissioners, 29 American Journal of International Law, 1935, pp. 326-331.

"Fisheries Jurisdiction Case (Spain v. Canada), International Court of Justice, Judgment, December 4, 1998, para. 82.

¥The MIV “Saiga” (No. 2) Case (Saint Vincent and the Grenadines v. Guinea), International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, Judgment (Me-
rits), July 1, 1999, para. 159.

°0il Platforms Case (Iran v. United States of America), International Court of Justice, Judgment (Merits), November 6, 2003.
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