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Abstract

The opening and sharing of public data is an important cornerstone for building a digital China
and an important initiative for promoting high-quality economic development. China’s legislation
on the identification of public data has gone through three stages: government information, gov-
ernment data, and public data, and the definition of the concept of public data around the world
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has its own characteristics in terms of purpose elements, subject elements, and behavioral ele-
ments, and has not yet formed a unified regulation of its connotation and extension. Analyzing the
legal norms of different places and the three public data opening modes of extra-territorial areas,
the open sharing of public data in China has problems such as the vague definition of the concept
of public data and the ownership of public data leading to the ambiguity of the scope of open sharing,
the imperfection of the infrastructure of open sharing, the open mode to be optimized, and the
security challenges faced by the open sharing, and so on. The legal system of China’s public data
opening and sharing should be improved in four aspects: clarifying the concept and ownership of
public data, improving the infrastructure of public data opening and sharing, optimizing China’s
public data opening and sharing model, and establishing a regulatory system of public data open-
ing and sharing, so as to ensure that the opening and sharing of public data can effectively play its
role in economic development and social governance.
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