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Abstract

In judicial adjudication, cases are often intricate and dynamic, rendering it impractical for judges
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to rely solely on legal formalism and apply syllogistic reasoning to address all cases. It is essential
to incorporate alternative modes of argumentation, and consequentialist reasoning stands out as
one such approach. By integrating consequentialist reasoning into the judicial process, judges can
adeptly navigate complex cases, thereby elevating the quality of adjudication and striking a deli-
cate balance between legal principles and equitable considerations in intricate cases. This study
aims to elucidate the inadequacy of directly applying legal formalism to straightforward cases and
the necessity for consequentialist reasoning to achieve a harmonious integration of legal principles
and equity. The research approach involves analyzing the necessity, challenges, and improvement
measures for judges to employ consequentialist reasoning in judicial adjudication. The ultimate
goal is to conclude that judges’ application of consequentialist reasoning in judicial adjudication
ensures a dual protection of procedural justice and substantive justice, guiding societal justice
through legal justice and promoting the feasibility of developing a rule-of-law society in China.
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