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Abstract

On April 13, 2018, The CPC Central Committee announced the decision to support the construction
of a pilot free trade zone on the whole island of Hainan in an important speech at the conference
celebrating the 30th anniversary of Hainan’s establishment of a special economic zone, thus
opening a brand-new chapter in Hainan’s development. As China’s largest special economic zone
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and the most distinctive free trade port, Hainan is an important part of China’s comprehensive
promotion of opening up to the outside world. Currently, in the field of foreign investment, the
Hainan Free Trade Zone is actively exploring the implementation of the “Hainan Free Trade Port
Law”. This law clearly defines a commitment to an entry system. However, in practice, there are
still issues, such as the unreasonableness of the negative list linked to this access commitment.
These issues have prevented the full realization of the Free Trade Port legislation’s objectives,
which aim for a high degree of economic liberalization, leading to a series of conflicts and prob-
lems. After analyzing the problems of the access commitment system, this paper argues that the
Hainan Free Trade Port can reform the system by re-optimizing the negative list, clarifying the
legislative authority, and optimizing the commitment system.
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