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Abstract

The priority of relatives and neighbors in the transaction of farmland and homesteads originally
belonged to folk customary law, which was recognized by national law in Song Dynasty. It pro-
vided detailed provisions on the scope and order of relatives and neighbors, the exercise of rights,
and the statute of limitations for litigation, which had a profound impact on future generations.
The Song people had caused many lawsuits related to land and housing transactions around the
priority of neighbors. By analyzing such judicial cases in Song Dynasty, the actual application of
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this system and the problems behind it could be clarified. The long-term existence of the priority
of relatives and neighbors in ancient society also reflects the positive role of this system in safe-
guarding family interests, maintaining social stability, and balancing conflicts of interest.
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