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Abstract

The identification of statehood is also potentially affected by increasing environmental concerns
and sea-level rise, which exposes small island States to a future of territorial erosion or even per-
manent loss of territory. The most widely accepted criteria for determining entity statehood are
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the four criteria of the Montevideo Convention on the Rights and Obligations of States, and the two
main criteria of defined territory and permanent inhabitants are particularly hard-hit in the con-
text of sea-level rise. By analyzing the traditional functions of a determined territory for a country,
this paper suggests that the existence of statehood and possession of a defined territory no longer
seem as inseparable. The practices of exile governments, stateless nations, and the interpretabili-
ty of the term “territory” within the Montevideo Convention on the Rights and Duties of States
have allowed countries to interpret the term “territory” in the Convention, encompassing concepts
such as “submarine territory” and “virtual territory”. This enables the inclusion of these notions
within the scope of “territory”, and the continuous recognition of the statehood of such countries
by other nations to maintain their international status. In the context of the permanent population
element, the paper argues that the statehood of entities that have temporarily lost their perma-
nent population should be recognized, by analyzing the need for the protection of the human rights
of the residents and the feasibility of the temporary loss and eventual restoration of permanent
population under international cooperation.
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