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Abstract

Whether cross-class protection of well-known trademarks shall be restricted, the dispute between
“cross-class protection” and “full class protection” in trademark law has always been a controver-
sial topic. This controversy is actually caused by a misunderstanding of well-known trademarks.
Advocating for restricting the category of goods will bring about interpretational difficulties.
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“cross-class protection” has logical loopholes, violates the value goals of trademark law, and is
prone to cause the alienation of the well-known trademark system. Therefore, it is necessary to
further clarify the legal concept of well-known trademarks and regulate their identification and use.
On the other hand, from the perspective of the dilution theory gradually adopted in China in recent
years, the anti-dilution protection of well-known trademarks also needs to be “fully protected” for
well-known trademarks. The dilution theory is also supported in China’s legal norms and judicial
affairs. Well-known trademarks are legal concepts rather than commercial concepts. They need to
be generated through specific procedures and only take effect in individual cases. Clarifying the
concept of well-known trademarks and activating the case identification rules can help clarify the
legal relationship of trademark law and avoid the alienation of well-known trademarks.
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