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Abstract

With the rapid transformation and development of the digital economy, the traditional trade model
and rules can not adapt to the needs of the new era. The relative “relaxation” of cross-border data
flow in cross-border trade becomes essential and how to reach the “limited liberalization” to seek
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the balance relationship between the two has become the most important exploration. In the situa-
tion where it is difficult to build a consensus for internationally uniform rules, the provisions on
cross-border data flow in multilateral and regional trade agreements have become an effective solu-
tion to the formulation and balancing of the above dilemma, such as the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (hereinafter referred to as “RCEP Agreement”). The exception
clause on the cross-border data flow has granted the parties some policy flexibility based on the
principle of prohibition of restrictions on cross-border data flow. As an important member of RCEP
and a big trade country in the world, China has the demand to apply the exception clause in balanc-
ing the security and freedom of data, but at the same time we should clarify the possibility and me-
thod of applying the exception clause, and strive to perfect its application, in the field of e-commerce
to show the responsibility and style of a big country.
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