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Abstract

As the process of globalization accelerates and the mutual interdependence among nations dee-
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pens, maritime delimitation issues are gradually becoming a focal point for governments and the
international legal community. The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, in particular,
rendered a judgment on the “Mauritius and Maldives Maritime Delimitation Case”, which not only
involves a direct dispute between Mauritius and the Maldives but may also have far-reaching im-
plications for the interpretation and application of international maritime law. This paper focuses
on the analysis of three core international law issues in this case: first, regarding whether the spe-
cial chamber of the court has jurisdiction over the case, the paper explores the sources and limita-
tions of the court’s jurisdiction; second, the paper analyzes the sovereignty dispute between Mau-
ritius and the United Kingdom over the Chagos Archipelago and its position in international law;
finally, the paper interprets the obligations of the parties under the convention, with particular
attention to its application and significance in resolving international disputes. Additionally, the
paper discusses the insights and impacts that the judgment may bring to the international com-
munity, aiming to provide valuable reference for similar international disputes.
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'See Written Preliminary Objections of the Republic of Maldives under Article 294 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
and Article 97 of the Rules of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, December 18, 2019, para. 6.

See Mauritius/Maldives, Preliminary Objections, Judgment of 28 January 2021, paras.17.

3See Mauritius/Maldives, Preliminary Objections, Judgment of 28 January 2021, paras.100.

*See Mauritius/Maldives, Preliminary Objections, Judgment of 28 January 2021, paras.242.

’See Mauritius/Maldives, Preliminary Objections, Judgment of 28 January 2021, paras.243.

5See Mauritius/Maldives, Preliminary Objections, Judgment of 28 January 2021, paras.247~248.
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¥See Mauritius/Maldives, Preliminary Objections, Judgment of 28 January 2021, paras.254.
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'%See Mauritius/Maldives, Preliminary Objections, Judgment of 28 January 2021, paras.263.
"1See Mauritius/Maldives, Preliminary Objections, Judgment of 28 January 2021, paras.273~274.

"2See Mauritius/Maldives, Preliminary Objections, Judgment of 28 January 2021, paras.309~314.
3See Mauritius/Maldives, Preliminary Objections, Judgment of 28 January 2021, paras.331~336.
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