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Abstract

In adherence to the fundamental principles of information economics and attention economics,
non-traditional trademarks go beyond conventional visual expressions such as text, graphics, and
numbers, encompassing innovative forms like dynamic images, sounds, and three-dimensional
trademarks. These trademarks not only aid consumers in information filtering but also, compared
to traditional trademarks, gain an initial advantage at the “perceptual” level by capturing the at-
tention of specific consumers. The trend of expanding non-traditional trademarks is noticeable,
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and discussing their protection holds considerable value. China’s Trademark Law, which outlines
the scope of registrant trademark signs, has progressed from traditional text and graphics to in-
clude new types of trademarks. This evolution not only reflects the gradual improvement of the
system but also signifies a shift in focus from the form of the trademark to its functionality. This
transition involves moving from physical consumption to meeting consumer needs and from ab-
stract thinking to categorical thinking. Drawing inspiration from relevant foreign laws, there is po-
tential for further refinement of the inherent distinctiveness and factors for recognizing the distinc-
tiveness of non-traditional trademarks. Additionally, considering a more intuitive introduction of
consumer cognition could lead to the formulation of more flexible and reasonable standards.
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