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Abstract

In recent years, pet industry in China has experienced significant growth, however, there is a ris-
ing number of cases involving infringements on pets’ rights. Pet owners often seek compensation
for mental damages through legal procedures, but not all courts recognize pets as eligible entities,
making it challenging to protect the welfare of small animals and compensate pet owners for their
losses. This paper analyzes the legislative and legal issues highlighted in judgments related to in-
fringed pets’ cases while considering relevant legal norms regarding mental damage compensa-
tion in China. By exploring whether pets possess person hood status, this study identifies the civil
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legal theory that encompasses dual protection of personality interests and property interests
within pets. Ultimately, this research provides valuable insights into applying mental damage
compensation to pets as individuals who have suffered harm.
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Figure 1. Chart: summary of judgments on compensation cases for mental damage caused by infringement of pets
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