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Abstract

The development of unmanned ship technology is rapid, and international organizations and coun-
tries are actively exploring the formulation of relevant rules and regulations to address the chal-
lenges brought by unmanned ship technology, especially in dealing with collision problems of un-
manned ships. Before studying the collision problem of unmanned ships, the legal status of un-
manned ships should be clarified; that is, they should fall within the scope of ships and be subject to
corresponding laws. Based on the current application dilemma of collision liability for unmanned
vessels, it is necessary to distinguish between different situations, such as collisions between
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unmanned vessels and manned vessels, as well as collisions between unmanned vessels, in order to
determine the compensation liability between the colliding vessels. At the same time, as there is
currently no insurance company in China that provides coverage for unmanned vessels, a coverage
model for unmanned vessel collision accidents should be designed, which means that unmanned
vessel collision liability insurance covers both “human” and “system” collision risks, in order to bet-
ter respond to and solve the problem of unmanned vessel collisions.
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