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Abstract

Article 988 of the “Civil Code” stipulates the obligation of a third party to return benefits gained at
the expense of the injured party. However, academic attention to this provision has been limited,
and its application in practice has raised concerns about potential misuse. Other regulations are
insufficient in addressing the issue of third-party return obligations, indicating that Article 988 has
its specific legal domain of application. The obligation of third-party return is fundamentally a rel-
atively independent special statutory debt, which necessitates a purposive restriction of Article 988
to align it with the underlying values of the law.
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