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Abstract

Since the Song Dynasty, with the further improvement of the imperial examination system, the sta-
ble political environment formed by “emphasizing literature and suppressing the military”, and the
reform of the land policy of “not suppressing land annexation”, which made it possible to establish
a more liberal commercial policy, the commodity economy of the Song Dynasty got an unprece-
dented development. The commercial economy of the Song Dynasty experienced unprecedented
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development. The development of the economy led to the impact of the traditional social concepts,
“agriculture-based business” ideological concepts have also been shaken, which led to the prosper-
ity of culture and education, promoting active social thinking and conceptual renewal. Against this
background of economic and social prosperity and progress in social concepts, the social status of
women, especially their legal status, was greatly improved. This paper intends to take the charac-
teristics of women’s marriage contraction in the Song Dynasty as a starting point, combine the re-
sults of existing literature, summarize the uniqueness compared with the previous dynasty, and
thus explore the legal status of women’s marriage contraction in the Song Dynasty.
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