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Abstract

The potential damages caused by foreign objects blocking drainage pipes may solely result in
property damage to individual owners or those adjacent who share the same drainage system, im-
plicating only private property interests without involving the protection of public interests. Chi-
nese civil law does not explicitly prescribe solutions for such cases now, leading to inconsistent
judicial practices, including the analogical application of rules related to objects thrown from
height, the theory of joint dangerous actions, and the principle of fairness. These approaches,
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however, contradict the factual circumstances of such cases at the doctrinal level and should not
serve as theoretical bases for courts in handling these types of cases. A resolution should be
sought through the overlooked pathway of fault liability, by interpreting the “act of harm” and
“fault” in such scenarios.
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