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Abstract

Since the introduction of the punitive damages system in the Consumer Protection Law in 1993,
the phenomenon of buying fake goods has gradually become prominent, especially marked by the
Wang Hai incident, which has lasted for more than 20 years. During this period, the attitude of
public authorities towards this phenomenon has undergone several iterations, reflecting the am-
biguity of legal provisions and the inconsistency of judicial practice. Although the Implementation
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Regulations of the Consumer Protection Law of 2016 attempted to exclude “profit-making” from
“living consumption” and restrict the behavior of buying fake goods in the field of food and medi-
cine, due to insufficient clarity in the regulations, there are still cases of “different judgments for
the same case” in judicial practice. In response to this situation, we should first start from the ba-
sic concept of applying punitive damages for buying fake goods, clarifying its legal connotation and
applicable conditions. At the same time, we need to strengthen legal interpretation, unify judicial
standards, and reduce disputes in practice. We should also strengthen market supervision and
enhance consumers’ awareness of rights protection to fundamentally curb the occurrence of buy-
ing fake goods. Improving the legal regulation of buying fake goods requires comprehensive meas-
ures from multiple aspects such as legislation, judicature, and supervision to ensure that consum-
ers’ rights and interests are effectively protected and maintain fairness and justice in market or-
der.
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