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Abstract

With the development of science and technology, mankind has begun to realize that land is not the
only source of mineral resources, and all countries attach great importance to the development
and utilization of international seabed mineral resources. In this context, the determination of the
legal status of the mineral resources of the deep seabed beyond the limits of national jurisdiction
has become a primary issue at present. With the promulgation of the United Nations Convention on
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the Law of the Sea, the concept of “common heritage of mankind” is more in line with the current
legal positioning of the international community on the mineral resources of the international sea-
bed than positioning it as a “common good”. However, in view of the shortcomings of the concept
of “common inheritance of mankind” in practice, this theory needs to be improved, in order to better
resolve the conflict between the North and the South and the conservation of marine resources. In
order to better ensure the concept of “common heritage of mankind” and improve the international
seabed mineral resources management mechanism, it is necessary to advocate equal mining oppor-
tunities, establish a reasonable incentive mechanism and supervise and restrict it by the manage-
ment agency, pay attention to the use value of deep seabed mineral resources, and realize the pro-
gress of marine exploration, development and utilization technology for all mankind in the context
of win-win international exchanges.
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