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Abstract

The 2006 Japanese remanufactured ink cartridge case led to a discussion on whether the repair and
remanufacturing of patented products infringed patent rights. It is commonly held that once a pa-
tented product is sold under the license of the patentee under the principle of exhaustion of rights,
the buyer’s use and resale of the patented goods is no longer considered to be an infringement of
the patent, but the buyer’s manufacture of the patented goods still constitutes an infringement of
the patent. When a commodity is damaged by use, adequate repair or maintenance is generally con-
sidered normal and is regarded as “use” behavior. However, when too much repair is required,
there is a dispute as to whether such repair is “use” or “manufacture”.
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