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Abstract

Protecting wildlife is an important part of maintaining the ecological environment and protecting
biodiversity. Chinese Criminal Law has played a positive role in protecting wildlife resources, but it
also has its shortcomings. The most typical example is the “ignorance of the law” defense in crimes
endangering wildlife. Through empirical research, it is found that Chinese Judicial Organs are lim-
ited by factors such as legal norms, judges’ cognition and judgment methods. In the identification of
“ignorance of the law” defense in crimes endangering wildlife, there are a series of dilemmas such
as inconsistent identification standards, unclear scope of object definition, and whether it prevents
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criminal intent. In response to the “ignorance of the law” defense in crimes endangering wildlife.
The only way to achieve a scientific balance between protecting wildlife and ensuring human rights
is to adhere to the basic policy of prioritizing the protection of wildlife and establish a judicial recog-
nition system in which “ignorance of the law, no exemption from liability” is the norm and “igno-
rance of the law, exemption from liability” is the exception.
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