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Abstract

Following the 2015 Paris Agreement, the concept of “carbon neutrality” announced by the United
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Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in 2018 has become a global paradigm,
with an increasing number of countries legislating carbon neutrality goals. Korea announced its
carbon neutrality target in October 2020 and enacted the Carbon Neutrality Framework Act in Sep-
tember 2021, which came into effect on March 25, 2022. This law established greenhouse gas re-
duction targets and outlined a national basic plan and implementation measures to achieve these
goals. It includes provisions for inspection, the adjustment of climate crisis response systems, cli-
mate change impact assessment mechanisms, just transition policies, green technology develop-
ment, and the promotion of green industries, as well as policies for green growth and a climate re-
sponse fund. Korea thus became the 14th country in the world to enact a Carbon Neutrality Frame-
work Act. For China, the lack of specialized legislation has become an obstacle to its coordinated
response to climate change and the realization of its “dual carbon” goals. Therefore, based on its
national conditions, China should actively draw on international best practices, including those of
Korea, to accelerate the improvement of carbon neutrality legislation. By formalizing the key prin-
ciples, core systems, and management mechanisms for addressing climate change through legal
frameworks, China can provide strong legal guarantees for achieving its “dual carbon” goals.
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