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Abstract
With the rapid development of artificial intelligence technology, virtual digital human, as a new
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scientific and technological product, has been widely used in business and entertainment fields.
However, the rapid development of this technology has also brought challenges to the current in-
tellectual property protection system. This paper takes the first infringement case involving virtual
digital people as the research object, and deeply discusses the legal issues of copyright protection
of virtual digital people. The case was triggered by a Shanghai technology company v. a network
company in Hangzhou for copyright infringement and unfair competition disputes. It mainly dis-
cussed the legal status of the virtual digital person as the subject of rights, the ownership and ra-
tional use of the copyright of the virtual digital person, and the legal determination of the infringe-
ment liability of the virtual digital person. Virtual digital man is not a natural person and does not
have the identity of author. Although the content generated by him is original, it does not directly
belong to the virtual digital man himself. This paper probes into the legal boundaries of copyright
protection of virtual digital people, and examines the tort liability of virtual digital people and rel-
evant legal relief measures, with a view to better protecting the legitimate rights and interests of
virtual digital people under the future legal framework.
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